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My dearest Evangeline –  
My life’s truest love. I implore you not to toss this missive into the fire (should you 
not have done so before opening), but to consider that, to whatever extent I have 
caused you injury, you will not be suffering with the blackness of distress under 
which I labour.  
Perhaps I flatter myself that you will not trifle with this appeal, yet I cannot think 
that one so kind and merciful as you, my darling, would neglect to grant me only 
one wish and earn my gratitude completely. 
You might suppose that I am going to ask you for something dishonourable to grant, 
yet I ask you only this: firstly, I urge you to read this letter in its entirety, however 
much (and with good reason) you have judged me to be an unworthy husband. 
Secondly, I ask you to meet me tomorrow at the bench in the Regent’s Park near the 
Lion Vase statue.  
Although I am certain that you have guessed at the reasons for my profoundly 
duplicitous behaviour, I urge you to set aside all speculation and recall the times 
when we were truly happy and when the future lay before us as an open gateway to 
Paradise. I wish you to steadfastly hold on to those memories, for I believe they can 
be rekindled with permanence.  
Evangeline, it was with a morbid sense of shame, and not the desire to dupe you, 
that I hid from you my whole nature. I regret with the utmost sincerity the 
misjudged deed with which I caused you intolerable offence, yet I beg that you see, 
behind the action, the exacting nature of my aspirations which dictated that 
particular direction of my scientific studies. I saw only the naked possibility of the 
miracle before me, and the opportunity to confirm a discovery so singular and 
profound overcame the suggestions of an impropriety of the highest degree.  
I will not enter deeply into any well of confession, for I wish to explain myself to you 
in person. Suffice to say that my love for you remains and compels me to assure you 
that my life has been nine-tenths a life of effort, virtue and self-control. Eva, I can 
say with honesty that in the months since you left, I have laboured to relieve 
suffering, I have done much in the service of others and I daily enjoy this beneficent 
and innocent life. In short, my dearest, you married a good man and, should you 
come back to me, you will find a better one.  
I will wait for you tomorrow with fervent hope in my heart.  





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































American  female consciousness[...]That  if we were  to  ‘admit’ sexual agency 
at  all  in  our  pasts,  in  the  context  of  a  rape  inquiry[...]public  shaming  will 
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